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Farmers profile and their perception regarding
environmenta hazardscaused throughinjudicious
useof chemicasinpaddy cultivation

Bl KESHA RAM, J.K. PATEL AND GORDHAN SINGH BHATI

SUMMARY : Thisstudy was carried out in Anand district of Gujarat state with specific objectivesto
study the profile of paddy growers and their perception regarding environmenta hazards. The study
reveal ed that more than half (56.00 %) of the paddy growers belonged to middle age group, more than
two-fifth (42.00 %) of the paddy growershad primary level of education, nearly half of the respondents
(46.66 %) had low (upto 10 years) experience, majority (63.33%) of the paddy growershad membership
in one-organization. Nearly two-fifth (40.66 %) of the paddy growers had medium size of land holding,
less than one-third of the paddy growers (30.00 %) had annual income ranging from Rs. 2,00,001 to
3,00,000 lakh, more than two-fifth (41.33 %) of the paddy growers had medium level of extension
contact, dightly more than half (52.67%) of paddy growershad medium level of mass media exposure,
dlightly more than half (52.00 %) of the paddy growers had medium degree of economic motivation,
majority (70.67 %) of the paddy growers had medium risk orientation, more than three- fifth (62.00%) of
paddy growershad medium level of scientific orientation, more than half (53.33%) of the paddy growers
had medium level of knowledge pertaining to eco-friendly technology, great majority (70.00 %) of the
paddy growers had neutral attitude towards global warming, majority (53.33 %) of the respondents had
medium level of adoption of eco-friendly technology and great majority (73.34%) of the paddy growers
had medium level of perception pertainingto environmental hazards caused through injudicious use of
chemicals in paddy cultivation among the different independent variables, viz., education, scientific
orientation, knowledge, attitude and adoption had positive and highly significant correlation with
perception level of paddy growersin relationto environmental hazards caused through paddy cultivation.
whereas, farming experience, social participation, mass mediaexposure, economic motivation and risk
orientation of the paddy growers exerted positive and non-significant influence.
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